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The Long Island Association for AIDS Care (LIAAC) observes World AIDS Day.
Since 1988, World AIDS Day has been globally observed on December 1st to unite the world in
the fight against HIV. It was created to show support for people living with HIV and
commemorate those who have died from AIDS-related illnesses. This year’s theme is “Increasing
Impact Through Transparency, Accountability, and Partnerships.” Working together with other
organizations and the public, we can put an end to HIV/AIDS. Please join us in spreading this
message of hope and determination on social media by using the hashtag #WAD2017.
There are an estimated 36.7 million people living with HIV in the world, including an estimated
million people in the United States. Closer to home, New York State reported 111,933 HIV and
AIDS cases in their HIV/AIDS Annual Surveillance Report For Cases Diagnosed Through
December 2015. According to the same report, there were 5,685 individuals living HIV/AIDS in
Nassau and Suffolk Counties. Just looking at the numbers, it is easy to see why World AIDS Day
is important. HIV/AIDS is not a burden of past generations; the virus continues to affect a
significant part of our communities, and not just the infected, but their friends and family as well.
LIAAC recognizes that to end the epidemic globally and locally, we must all unite together and
compound our efforts in this fight. This is why throughout the month of November, leading up to
World AIDS Day, we are launching a social media campaign that will spotlight different
organizations that contribute to the battle against HIV/AIDS and the stigma that surrounds it.
During the week before World AIDS Day, we will also be honoring our employees on social
media, by posting their thoughts about working in the HIV/AIDS field and how they are working
hard to end the epidemic.
LIAAC will also be hosting and participating in several World AIDS Day events throughout
Long Island during the last week in November to World AIDS Day on December 1st. During
those events, we will be providing free HIV education and testing services for those in
attendance. For dates and times, visit our events tab on Facebook.
For more information please call our hotline at 1-877-865-4222.
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